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From the Ministers’ Loft
Still Thinking About Bethlehem?

Are you still thinking about Bethlehem? We had lots of ways to step
into the story, this year: Journey to Bethlehem (a visit to the
Bethlehem Marketplace), The Choir Candlelight Service (with its

] beautiful anthems and heart-engaging tales), the Children’s Musical
(The Camel’s Story), Paul Holder’s annual offering of Stories &
Songs (from a variety of people and places)... Even the UCW’s
Candy Cane Carnival and the decorating of the Sanctuary invited us

to be participants in the story of Jesus’ birth, rather than just to be
participants.

There were lots of pathways to what was remembered, there. But are we sill thinking about
Bethlehem, now? Some of those who made their way to the baby’s side traveled a long route
to get there, when they had lots of time to think about themselves, God’s place in their lives,
and what the future might bring. The trip back home afforded them even more time and,

somehow, it became clear that familiar roads couldn’t possibly take them where they needed
to go.

The world was different and they were different. So, new paths would open up to them and
call to them. There would have to be something beyond the gifts left in the stable. New people
would be drawn into the story and the hope that the gift of Jesus was and is. The wise men

(and women?) went back to their families, friends and neighbourhoods, full to bursting, with
new possibilities.

It happens in churches, all the time. We share the gifts that we have and those we find, with
those who carry their own gifts and insights. In the end, more becomes possible than what we
could imagine, in the beginning. New friends enrich the story and our experience of God’s
love. They teach us look more closely at what we’ve seen. They help us to explore our

understandings, more deeply, with the eyes of those who have learned to see life from
different perspectives.

In the coming year, we’ll keep working hard to welcome those with unfamiliar faces and
needs and views. We’ll open our doors to those who come to us from other churches, to
refugees who come to walk along with us, and to our growing-up youth and children, who
may ask questions we’ve never heard before. Together, we’ll be the wise people, who come
late to Christmas... but will learn so much.

Let’s try to be open to and eager about the journey that we join. And may Christmas be an
on-going and eager experience for all of us... in all that we do.

Lawnie & Grey
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ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2017
Greg White presented a slide show of happenings in and around St. Andrew’s over the past year,

Don Brockway opened the meeting in the Sanctuary, welcoming everyone.

MOTION made by Doug Hood that “those who are active Adherents be allowed fo participate in

the votes and discussions during this Annual General Meeting.” Seconded by Rich Cooke.
Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS — Don invited the Committee chairs or their representatives to present brief
reports, sharing highlights of the Committee’s past year and their goals for 2017,

MOTION made by Leon Mitchell that “the 2016 Annual Commitiee Reports (except the Finance
Report and the Trustee Report) be accepted as presented”, Seconded by Bob Thomas. Carried.

IN MEMORIUM - Laurie and those present remembered the congregation members who died in 2016.

HARASSMENT AND SEXUAL ABSUE REFRESHER — Neal Pyke presented a video and reviewed
the existing St. Andrew’s policy regarding with those present.

LUNCH - the Annual General Meeting continued in the C.E. Hall following lunch...
2017 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA -- was accepted as presented.

JANUARY 25, 2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES APPROVAL - Page 32,
Fundraising should read “RHLI Concert...)

MOTION was made by Bob Thomas that “the January 25, 2016 Congregational General Meeting
minutes be approved as amended.” Seconded by Jim Mercer. Carried.

TRUSTEE REPORT - was presented by Rich Cooke.

MOTION was made by Rich Cooke that “the 2016 Trustee Financial Report be accepted as
presented.” Seconded by Wayne Atanas. Carried.

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND FUND BALANCE REPORT - was presented by Maria Hill.

MOTION was made by Jim Pollock that “the 2016 Statement of Operations & Fund Balance be
accepted as presented.” Seconded by Mark Clarke. Carried.

PROPOSED 2017 BUDGET - was presented by Maria Hill,

MOTION was made by Maria Hill that “the proposed 2017 Budget be accepted as presented.”
Seconded by Rob Hamilton. Carried.
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EXITING BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS — were introduced by Don Brockway and sincere
appreciation was expressed (Rich Cooke, Neal Pyke, Evan Wilson - Board; Shelagh Daly, Steve Janic —
Finance; Tom Bunn, Mark Clark ~ Pastoral Care; Julia Brdarevich — CD; Mary Anne Mills, Heather Pyke
— Friendly Visitors; Melda Clark — Outreach, Jennifer Bonner ~ Worship.

Annual Meeting Minutes
January 29, 2017
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT - was presented by Greg White.

MOTION was made by James White that “Bob Thomas be elected as Vice-Chair of the
Congregational Board.” Seconded by Irene Mordeca. Carried.

MOTION was made by Bob Thomas that “the named candidates be accepted as new members of

the St. Andrew’s Congregational Board (Marilyn Atanas, Mark Clark and Joan Cooke) .”
Seconded by Larry Pearson. Carried,

BOARD MEMBER INDUCTION - will take place Sunday, F ebruary 5, 2017.

PRESBYTERY REPRESENTATIVES - St. Andrew’s is allocated three representatives in accordance
with the congregation size. At this point in time, there are two representatives — Jane Ross and Tom
Allin. Request for volunteers was announced.

MOTION was made by James White that “Jane Ross and Tom Allin continue was Presbytery
Representatives for one more year.” Seconded by Paul Holder. Carried,

NEW OR OTHER BUSINESS - None

CHAIR’S REMARKS — Don expressed his thanks for the good and bad feedback he received
throughout the past year. He appreciated the support and guidance provided. Don stated that he feels it
has been a good year and that the next year will be even better with the many projects and challenges on
the table, e.g. moving forward in our compliance with the Government accessibility requirements, He
emphasized the need for everyone to get involved; to sit in on a Committee meeting to see if the work
interests them; to increase our offerings in order to achieve a balanced bud get and to prepare for the
eventual purchase of a new heating system in the future. Don also thanked the staff — Maria, Josie,
Laurie, Greg, Cindy and Janis (Board Secretary) for their hard work and commitment.

MINISTRY TEAM REMARKS

LAURIE - expressed sincere appreciation for the congregation’s amazing support of our youth and
children; to Cindy for her gift of music; for the welcoming, positive attitude of the congregation members.
She asked that we not get too comfortable with our own circle — reach out. Laurie thanked the [unch
committee for today’s meal; Paul Holder for stepping in on Sunday services so her and Greg could get
away for some much needed R and R! She noted that it is their ninth anniversary at St. Andrew’s and
asked that we continue looking out for each other and for her and Greg; to keep a sense of when people
need that little bit more support on any given day.
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GREG - thanked everyonc present and those unable to attend this afternoon. He indicated that he tried to
list the names of people who have helped out over the past year, and who continue to put themselves out
there, but gave up due to the volume of names on the list and the fear of missing someone, There are so
many areas of work being done by so many people — thank you all. Greg encouraged everyone to take a
look around — we are a family. Everyone means something; therefore, always go away from here
knowing this. He asked us to “Dream big; to push ourselves and to push Laurie and him, as well.”

ADJOURNMENT - 1:45 p.m. Meeting adjourned.

Congregational Board 2017 Janis Peters, Secretary

In 2017 the Congregational Board of St. Andrew’s United Church held 10 meetings, with an average
attendance of 18.

The board’s responsibility for care and worship was carried out in 4 baptisms, 1 marriage and 10 funerals.

There were 4 Sunday Communion services.

Synopsis of 2017 Congregational and Annual Congregational Board Decisions:

MOTIONS MADE ON JANUARY 17, 2017

MOTION made by Maria Hill, that “the December 13, 2016 Board Minutes be accepted as amended.”
Seconded by, Bob Thomas. Carried.

MOTION was made by Neal Pyke that “the first accessibility project will be a multi-functional,
accessible washroom.” Seconded by, Rich Cooke. Carried

MOTION was made by Neal Pyke that “the Finance Committee be requested to research $100,000
funding for a multi-functional, accessible washroom.” Seconded by, Rich Cooke. Carried.

MOTION was made by Bob Thomas that “the pews in Rows 4, 5 and 8 be removed and 54 chairs be
purchased at a cost of approximately $4,500.” Seconded by, Maria Hill. Carried.

MOTION was made by Bob Thomas, that “Bob Thomas be authorized to purchase 54 chairs at a cost of
approximately $4,500.” Seconded by, Jim Mercer. Carried,

MOTION made by Jim Pollock, that “St. Andrew’s be designated as a Scent Free Environment.”
Seconded by, Bob Thomas. Carried.

MOTIONS MADE ON JANUARY 29, 2017 ANNUAL MEETING

MOTION made by Doug Hood that “those who are active Adherents be allowed io participate in the
votes and discussions during this Annual General Meeting.” Seconded by Rich Cooke. Carried.
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MOTION made by Leon Mitchell that “the 2016 Annual Committee Reports (except the Finance Report
and the Trustee Report) be accepted as presented”. Seconded by Bob Thomas. Carried.

MOTION was made by Bob Thomas that “the January 25, 2016 Congregational General Meeting
minutes be approved as amended.” Seconded by Jim Mercer, Carried.

MOTION was made by Rich Cooke that “the 2016 Trustee Financial Report be accepted as presented.”
Seconded by Wayne Atanas. Carried.

MOTION was made by Jim Pollock that “the 2016 Statement of Operations & Fund Balance be accepted
as presented.” Seconded by Mark Clarke. Carried.

MOTION was made by Maria Hill that “the proposed 2017 Budget be accepted as presented.” Seconded
by Rob Hamilton, Carried.

MOTION was made by James White that “Bob Thomas be elected as Vice-Chair of the Congregational
Board.” Seconded by Irene Mordeca. Carried.

MOTION was made by Bob Thomas that “the named candidates be accepted as new members of the St.

Andrew’s Congregational Board (Marilyn Atanas, Mark Clark and Joan Cooke) .” Seconded by Larry
Pearson. Carried.

MOTION was made by James White that “Jane Ross and Tom Allin continue was Presbytery
Representatives for one more year.” Seconded by Paul Holder. Carried,
MOTIONS MADE ON FEBRUARY 21, 2017

MOTION was made by Irene Mordeca that “the Promus Company (as approved by the insurance

company) be retained to carry out repairs as a result of the recent break in.” Seconded by Joan Cooke.
Carried.

MOTION was made by Mark Clarke “to accept Rob Hamilton’s resignation from the Ministry &
Personnel Committee.” Seconded by Bob Thomas. Carried.

MOTION was made by Barbara Brockway that “Tom Allin becomes a member of the Ministry &
Personnel committee.” Seconded by Irene Mordeca. Carried

MOTIONS MADE ON MARCH 21, 2017

MOTION was made by Jim Pollock that “the February 21, 2017 Congregational Board Minutes be
approved as amended.” Seconded by Maria Hill. Carried
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MOTIONS MADE ON APRIL 18, 2017

MOTION was made by Paul Holder that “the March 21, 2017 Congregational Board Minutes be approved as
distributed.” Seconded by Wayne Atanas. Carried

MOTION was made by Jannette Roth that “the Finance Policy be approved as presented.” Seconded by
Jim Mercer. Carried.

NOTE - two in-camera motions made, seconded and carried.

MOTIONS MADE ON MAY 16, 2017

MOTION was made by Maria Hill that “the April 18, 2017 Congregational Board Minutes be approved
as distributed.” Seconded by Mark Clark. Carried
MOTION was made by Jannette Roth that “the Board directs the Trustees to "bridge finance"/lend

$17,000 to the Refugee Fund, to be repaid to the Trustees Fund when the donations come in.”
Seconded by Bob Thomas. Carried.

MOTION was made by Jane Ross that “St. Andrew’s reply in writing to Olivet United Church accepting
the offer of bells and equipment for a Bell Choir.” Seconded by Irene Mordeca. Carried.

MOTION was made by Bob Thomas that “the Board strike an adhoc sub-committee to define a memorial
space outside the church building; to consolidate the existing memorial gardens to the new location; to

designate a day of the year to recognize this memorial garden to provide an opportunity for prayer.”
Seconded by Barb Brockway. Carried. -

MOTIONS MADE ON JUNE 20, 2017

MOTION was made by Paul Holder and seconded by Jannette Roth that the May 16, 2017
Congregational Board Minutes be approved as amended. Carried

MOTIONS MADE ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2017

MOTION was made by Maria Hill “that the June 20, 2017 Congregational Board Minutes be approved as
distributed.” Seconded by Paul Holder. Carried

MOTION was made by Janis Peters that, “the $240.00 cost for the Friendship Lunch that the Islamic

Prayer Group is reimbursing to St. Andrew’s be donated to the Refugee Fund.” Seconded by Irene
Mordeca. Carried

MOTIONS MADE ON OCTOBER 17, 2017

MOTION was made by Mark Clark that “the September 29, 2017 Congregational Board Minutes be
approved as amended.” Seconded by Jim Pollock. Carried
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MOTIONS MADE ON NOVEMBER 21, 2017

MOTION was made by Paul that “the October 17, 2017 Congregational Board Minutes be approved as
amended.” Seconded by Bob Thomas. Carried. :

MOTION was made by Tom Allin that, “the Board approve the appointment of Hugh Sherwood to the
M&P Committee effective immediately.” Seconded by Paul Holder. Carried.

Note — Three in-camera motions were made, seconded and carried.

MOTIONS MADE ON DECEMBER 2017

Moved by Joan Cooke, seconded by Mark Clark that the November Minutes be approved as amended.
Carried. '

Moved by Jannette Roth, seconded by Jim Mercer, that all $37,000 be put into the Building Fund for
future use. Carried

Moved by Maria Hill, seconded by Jannette Roth that the revised 2018 Budget be accepted for
presentation at the January 2018 Congregational Meeting, Carried.

Moved by Maria Hill, seconded by Jannette Roth, that any surplus funds at year end, in excess of
$15,000, be allocated to the Building Fund, to be invested by the Trustees for future use, Carried

Report respectfully submitted by Janis Peters, Board Secretary
January 2, 2018

Congregational Board Members for 2017:

Cha' ¢
Don Brockway (Pasté:haiﬁ, Maria Hill (Treasurer), Janis Peters (Secretary), Alain Beaudin, Barbara
Brockway, Jim Mercer, Jim Pollock, Jane Ross, Donna M. White, Laurie White, Greg White, Irene

Mordeca, Joan Cooke, Tom Allin, Bob Thomas, Jannette Roth, Mark Clark & Marilyn Atanas.

Congregation Committee Chairs 2017 (or Contact Person):

Building & Grounds ‘ George Spencer and Evan Wilson
Finance and Stewardship Jannette Roth

Pastoral Care Norm Jarvis

Christian Development Rotating Chairs

Friendly Visitors Doug Hood

Outreach Alain Beaudin

Worship Paul Holder

Ministry & Personnel Tom Allin

Trustees Wayne Atanas

Hamilton Presbytery Reps Jane Ross and Tom Allin
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Report from the Chair of the Congregational Board 2017 Don Brockway

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people who make up our Board, committees and our

congregation. It takes many hands to make a vibrant and welcoming church. Here at St. Andrew’s we are
achieving this goal.

Our ministry team, Greg and Laurie White, provide us with many opportunities to grow in our Christian
faith through Sunday worship and their strong leadership in the west mountain community and beyond.

As Tlook back over 2017 I am overwhelmed with the various opportunities that are offered to us here at

St. Andrew’s. I cannot begin to list all of the programmes and activities which make up the ministry at St.
Andrew’s,

Some happenings in 2017:
More new chairs in the sanctuary
Oak pew backs installed to the fronts of the pulpit and lectern

Changing the first floor men’s washroom into an accessible washroom for men and women
Updated photo directory

* @ & »

Outreach is a large part at St. Andrew’s. To mention a few:
Refugee family project

Giving Hands

Candy Cane Carnival

Monthly Loonie Lunch

Wesley Centre BBQ

Summer Day Camp

Neighbour to Neighbour Food Bank (monthly collection)
Weekly Women’s Wellness (Good Shepherd)

Weekly Yoga and Fitness Groups

Music is an integral part of life in our church:

Chancel Choir under the direction of Cindy Juriga
Candlelight service at Christmas

Folk Tones

Children’s Christmas programme

“QOlivet Bells”

As you read through the various reports you will see many activities and programmes that make up the
life of our church.

As we move into 2018 we wait for the arrival of our refugee family. The multi-functional washroom is in
the planning stages.

As a member of St. Andrew’s, resolve to become involved in a programme/activity to continue to make
St. Andrew’s an active and welcoming part of the Hamilton west mountain and beyond.
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Thank you for your continuing support throughout 2017.

Let’s work hard to make 2018 even more successful.

Sincerely,
Don Brockway
MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS
Total Active Members as of December 31, 2016 236
Received: Transferred In 22
Removed: By Death 10
Transfer 0
Total Active Members as of December 31, 2017 248
IN MEMORIAM 2017
Edward Allen (left out by mistake in 2016)
Marjorie Fraser
Kathryn Slinn
Shirley McMullen
Gaye Pusching
Kenneth Thur
Adeline Hill
Jean Cane
Lenore Nutley
Suzanne de Josselin de Jong
Tony Van Hoevelaak

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
(Krom a New Creed — The United Church of Canada, General Council 1968, alt.)

Weddings 2017
Carla Wegner & Christina Beattie married on August 26, 2017
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Worship Committee 2017 Paul Holder

Committee Members: Greg White (Minister and ex officio member), Doug DePass, Irene Mordeca, Larry
and Chiara Pearson, Pat Young, John Harrison, James White, and Paul Holder {Chair), Laurie White
(Minister) and Cindy Juriga (organist and choir director) provide ideas and suggestions regularly, and are,
of course, directly involved in worship planning and service leadership. The Committee works largely
behind the scenes providing organizational suppott for the ministry team. In 2017, we organized four
communion services and there were four baptisms. My personal thanks to all the committee members for
their dedication and support, and for making my job so easy.

We also sincerely thank all those volunteer helpers who make each worship year run smoothly; those who
welcome at the doors, provide refreshments both before and after services, provide various readings,
collect and count the offerings, and change the public si gn throughout the year. A special thanks to our
Multimedia team this year - David Licop who is coordinating and organizing the schedule of operators,
Ron Harwood, Neil Pyke, Rob Hamilton, Jennifer Bonner, and Donna White for keeping the sound and
visual aids functioning so smoothly, David has also been working closely with Cindy Juriga to improve
the sound system for our services. Our thanks also to David, Don Brockway, and Peter Vander Laan de

Vries for setting up and monitoring microphones and for maintaining assisted-hearing devices throughout
the year.

Once again, a huge thank you to our most accommodating office administrator, Josie Castracane, who
continually and efficiently assists all of us in innumerable ways. Personally, I'm trying to keep the
number of mistakes that I make relatively stable, but she never seems phased by whatever I subject her to.

Music remains a special part of worship at St. Andrew’s. In collaboration with our ministers, our
enthusiastic and talented organist/choir director, Cindy Juriga provides spirited musical leadership for our
chancel choir and the congregation. The congregation is inspired weekly with a selection of traditional
and contemporary hymns. Cindy also selects a variety of choral anthems (several new ones were
introduced again this year) and various soloists and instrumentalists contribute to the services on aregular
basis. Personally, it is an honour and pleasure to be part of our chancel choir. I don’t think that I
deteriorated too much this year, but I wonder if I will ever get the hang of harmony singing (it really

would also be nice to be able to count, keep time, and read music, but I fear that these are merely
pipedreams!)

On the technical side, we have improved sound in the sanctuary for those with and without hearing
devices! We continued to include some video clips in the services to enhance the messages. We will
endeavour to continually improve both the audio and the visual components of our worship services.

Worship in 2017 - my highlights:

We officially accepted nine new members into our church family; the bittersweet aspect of this was that
many of these came due to the closure of Olivet United Church in June. We also welcomed many other
visitors and friends into our chairs and pews during the year.

Laurie continued to lead midweek “Messy Church” services during the year. These are informal services
with a simple supper meal, crafts, games, and a Bible story for those who may not normally attend
church, along with some of our regular members and their families.
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Our sanctuary was beautifully decorated again on Easter Sunday with many flowers - thanks to Pat Young
and her helpers. The front of the sanctuary was decorated again on Thanksgiving Sunday with food for the
Neighbour to Neighbour food bank and a beautiful seasonal display, compliments of Jannette and Ben
Roth. And the sanctuary was decorated yet again for the Advent/Christmas season.

Our young people were again active in several services throughout the year. In February, they led us in
our now traditional “sock-it-to-me” throw-a-thon, littering the sanctuary with socks for Wesley Urban
Ministries. We officially welcomed six of our youth into membership in the United Church of Canada
during Confirmation Sunday in April, They all presented their own amazing personal “statements of
faith” at that time. In May the youth group led a “Get in the Game” Canada 150-themed service that
informed us about many lesser known Canadians and many former moderators of the United Church of
Canada. In September they led another lively service relating to us some of their experiences at
Rendezvous retreat in Montreal in August. In December, we had a children’s musical service with
coniributions by a children’s choir (led by Jannette Roth and Erin Hamilton), and a story about Mo the
Camel with a group of youthful narrators and “actors” We surely can count among our blessings the
joyful enthusiastic group of young people that we have here at St. Andrew’s.

The Walk Through Holy Week with our young people on Palm Sunday went very well. Greg scripted and
directed our eighth Good Friday potluck dinner theatre. As always, this provides a combination of modern

and traditional elements, with music, encouraging us all to personally enter into and ponder the meaning
of Good Friday within the Easter story.

In June we continued our tradition of a Holy Spirit Awards Sunday with another fun-filled service where
we fry to “recognize” the many people who contribute to the life of our church throughout the year. We
also celebrated Pentecost with many members wearing something red, the liturgical colour for the season.
Food, fun, and games followed the service on our annual church picnic Sunday in June.

We had good congregational turnouts during the summer months, with the July service leadership
provided by Rev. Bob Tschanz, Rev. Anna Chen (assisted by Alain Beaudin), Alain himself, and myself.

In September we had an excellent turnout for Everybody Out Sunday. Also we had an amazing turnout
and response to the Canada 150 Friendship Sunday which included a picnic lunch and activities with our
Islamic Prayer Group friends and families, some members of the neighbourhood community, and the
mayor and our ward counsellor.

In October we embarked on a four week stewardship campaign with the theme, Living Thankfully Day to
Day, encouraging a spirit of gratitude and generosity in giving. One guest speaker during this time was
Dave Jagger, Stewardship and Legacy representative for our Hamilton Conference. He also presented a
“legacy giving” workshop to the congregation.

In December, we were treated to musical contributions by the Tone Chimes group, and an introduction to
our new St. Andrew’s Bell Choir. Once again, our Christmas Candlelight evening service in December
(my favourite service of the year), provided a contemplative evening of music and readings for the
Advent season. My thanks especially to Cindy Juriga for all her hard work in preparing that service, and
thanks to the choir for making it so special for all of us.

We hope that you all may have had your own inspiring worship memories from the past year to treasure!

Repott prepared by Paul Holder.
St, Andrew’s United Church Annual Report 2017
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St. Andrew’s Church Library 2017 Paul Holder

The following items were acquired for the church library this year:

Chicken Soup for the Soul: Finding my Faith by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, and Susan M. Helm
Chicken for the Soul: Hope and Miracles by Amy Newmark and Natasha Stoynoff

Chicken for the Soul: Touched by an Angel by Amy Newmark

The (Un)common Good: How the Gospel Brings Hope to a World Divided by Jim Wallis.

Chicken Soup for the Soul: Volunteering and Giving Back by Amy Newmark
Chicken Soup for the Volunteer’s Soul by Jack Canfield et al.

Money Wise Meditations: To Be Found Faithful in God’s Audit by John H. Rudy

Mamow Be-mo-tay-tah: Let Us Walk Together from the Canadian Ecumenical Anti-racism Netwoirk and
the Canadian Council of Churches

I Love You Granny: A Grandmother’s First Handbook by Betty Locke

A Cup of Comfort: Classic Edition edited by Colleen Sell

Chicken Soup for the Mother and Daughter’s Soul: Stories to Warm the Heart and Honour the
Relationship by Jack Canfield and others

Women of Faith Daily Devotional by Patsy Clairmont and others

Prayer: The Hidden Fire by Tom Harpur

Praying Our Goodbyes by Joyce Rupp

Dear Heart, Come Home by Joyce Rupp

All items can be borrowed by filling the checkout book in the library.

Compiled by Paul Holder
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Christian Development Committee 2017 Laurie White, on behalf of the Committee

e e, O DO 01 TIC L ommitiee

Our committee continues to offer social events and activities that foster and nurture the communal and
spititual life of the St. Andrew’s church family. We have added several events and maintained some
successful traditions.

Some of the highlights of the year included:

In January, we hosted Messy Church, “Snuggle up and Read” Sunday, and a Potluck, Games & Movie
night

In February, we held our annual Baden Powell/Thinking Day Sunday and Sock It to Me.

On the March PA Day, our youth volunteered at the Christian Resource Centre in Regent Park Toronto,
helping to serve lunch to folks in one of Canada’s highest needs neighbourhood.

March Messy Church had a St. Patrick’s Theme and over 60 people attended.

Walk Thru Holy Week was held on Palm Sunday. At Coffee Hour after church, children portrayed
various stories from Jesus’ last week. Easter Sunday we held a popular Easter Egg Hunt, and continued
the long tradition of a Spring Craft Sunday one week after Easter.

We planned two SOS (Supporting Our Sisters) women’s nights — a painting night in March and dinner
out in November

In April we held a family movie night

The Youth “30 Hour Hunger Project” (Theme: Canada 150 Theme “Slam dunk”) was attended by 27
youth. With the generous support of the church family, they raised over $2,500 for Gutsy Walk ($300),
Canadian Food grains Bank ($300), Eatery 541($300) and Wesley’s “Case for Kids” (approx $850),
Refugee fund ($500), CRC ($200)

Our two, “One Stop Shopping” events for women (May and November) are increasingly successful,
providing consistent revenue for our Committee’s work.. . ... and are an opportunity for fellowship for
women, and for inviting our friends and neighbours into our church. We are especially grateful to
Jannette Roth for the planters she creates and sells for the CD committee!

On Confirmation Sunday in May we celebrated with six of our young people!

The St. Andrew’s Giving Garden, growing vegetables for Neighbour-to-Neighbour since its inception 7
years ago. Thank you to Jim Pollock for adding two new beds this year, and for all who helped water,
weed and harvest....... especially Jannette & Ben Roth for irrigation!

The first Sunday in June was “walking Sunday” and two groups walked for causes: the Gutsy Walk in
support of Paige Cooke, 2017 Honourary Chair, and in the Case for Kids Walk for Wesley Urban
Ministries.

The “Holy Spirit Awards” (Appreciation Sunday) and the annual Picnic in June

In Apr. & Sept our youth volunteered at Michelle Stephenson’s “Mom to Mom sale” at the Lawfield
Arena and earned approx. $450 to support their activities

Hosted a very successful Week of Hamilton Presbytery United Church Summer Day Camp with 55
children attending, and great support from St. Andrew’s volunteers. Youth CIT’s involved 4 St.
Andrew’s youth. As well, the children donated $120 to St. Andrew’s Refugee Fund. St. Andrew’s
youth (Jacob Winchester, Liam, Chloe & Amanda Marshall, Erin Hamilton, Jaiden Hunter & Sanyu
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